Does a Condo Work for My Family?

A Practical Guide for Toronto’s Urban Families

Condos get a bad reputation — too small, too noisy, too “investor-driven.”
But here’s the truth: family-sized condos can be affordable, safe, and genuinely great for
raising kids... if you know what to look for.

Use this worksheet to figure out whether condo living fits your family’s lifestyle.
By the end, you'll know exactly where a condo shines — and where you need to focus your
search.

SECTION 1 — Schools & Education

o Elementary school nearby
o High school nearby

o French Immersion

o English Stream

o Arts-focused programs

o Technical / STEM options
o Private school options

Tip: Family-friendly condos often cluster around strong school zones —
St. Clair West, Leslieville, and Oakwood Village are standouts.

SECTION 2 — Work & Commute

o | drive — need parking + quick highway access

o TTC/GO Transit — need subway, streetcar, or station nearby
o | cycle — need bike storage + safe lanes

o | work from home — need a den or flex space

Tip: Transit-rich hubs like Liberty Village, CityPlace, and The Queensway can reduce stress for
both parents and teens.




SECTION 3 — Daily Life & Interests

Parents’ priorities

o Gym or fitness studios nearby
o Walkable groceries + errands
o Cafés, restaurants, culture

Kids’ priorities

o Sports courts, music rooms, teen lounges
o Parks, playgrounds, pools
o After-school programs / community centres

Tip: Buildings with kid-friendly amenities are rare.
Neighbourhood amenities matter — a condo beside Earlscourt Park beats any yoga room.

SECTION 4 — Pets & Family Lifestyle

o We have pets — need green space + pet-friendly rules

o No pets, but want outdoor access for kids

o We value building amenities (courts, lounges, playrooms)

o We value nearby amenities instead (parks, rec centres, schools)

Tip: If your kids spend time alone, a concierge or staffed building adds peace of mind.

SECTION 5 — Dealbreakers & Must-Haves

Rank your top 3:

1.

2.

3.




SECTION 6 — Best Neighbourhoods for Family Condos

o Oakwood Village / St. Clair West
Boutique mid-rises, parks, strong schools

o Leslieville
Family hub, great schools, limited but high-value condo stock

o CityPlace / Liberty Village
Prices down, top amenities, incredible transit access

o The Queensway
Emerging family-friendly pocket with strong value

o Other:

If you checked even a few boxes, a condo can absolutely work for your family.
It's not about compromise — it's about alignment.

Next Step

Share your completed worksheet with your realtor.
It becomes the roadmap to finding family-friendly condos that truly fit your lifestyle —
the hidden gems that make city living work for real families.
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